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Darla Rakes currently serves as Evangel University’s Ambassador to Students and Donors, 

working alongside her husband, Evangel University President Dr. Mike Rakes. Darla is a 

dynamic leader and speaker with nearly four decades of ministry experience. Most notably, she 

has served as a co-lead pastor with her husband at a thriving, diverse church in Winston-Salem, 

North Carolina. In addition to serving as a student pastor in Oklahoma and Missouri, she has 

held various positions in church leadership in Florida. 

 

Darla holds a doctorate from AGTS and a master's degree from Southeastern University. She 

also has degrees from Missouri State University and the University of Science and Arts of 

Oklahoma with graduate work at Oral Roberts University. Centering her research and studies on 

a biblical perspective of human identity, Darla shines a brilliant light on false identities, cultural 

deceptions, and delusions of self-creating. 

 

Dr. Rakes has preached in and for churches, retreats, and conferences. More than just an author 

and speaker, she has experienced profound challenges and heartbreak. Her journey includes 

caring for her 23-year-old daughter, Whitney, who lost her battle with Hodgkin's Lymphoma and 

transitioned into the next reality in 2019. Through this devastating loss, Darla gained a unique 

understanding of suffering and its transformative potential, a perspective she shares in her 

powerful messages of hope. She teaches about the real you in Christ, encouraging her listeners, 

"You are not your thoughts or feelings or what’s happened to you, nor a product of culture. 

Rather, you are the very image of God, immensely loved and valued, created to reflect His divine 

presence on earth." 

 

 


